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GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT PRESENTS EXCELLENCE IN GOVERNMENT AWARDS 
 
Jackson, Miss. (September 3, 2014) – Governor Phil Bryant today presented the Excellence in State 
Government Award to the Electronic Government Oversight Committee and the Excellence in Local 
and District Government Award to Walter W. Osborne, Jr., City Clerk for the City of Vicksburg, in 
recognition of excellence and innovation in public service. 
 
The Mississippi State Personnel Board was authorized by the Mississippi Legislature to establish the 
Excellence in Government Awards program, and the inaugural award was given in 2012 to 
encourage the development of innovative systems of public administration. 
 
“Both award winners have had great successes in improving efficiencies through technology within 
state and local government,” Governor Bryant said. “I’m pleased to have the opportunity to thank 
them in person on behalf of the taxpayers of Mississippi.  I know the Electronic Government 
Oversight Committee along with Walter W. Osborne, Jr. will continue to serve the people of 
Mississippi well into the future.”   
 
MSPB Executive Director Deanne Mosley said, “We are honored to join Governor Bryant to recognize 
the outstanding achievements of the Electronic Oversight Committee and Walter Osborne, Jr.  As a 
result of their contributions, Mississippi taxpayers will benefit from notable cost savings, improved 
transparency, and greater efficiencies.” 
 
The Electronic Oversight Committee (EOC) was recognized for keeping the State of Mississippi at the 
forefront of technology and promoting efficiencies for citizens, businesses, and visitors through the 
enhancement of Mississippi’s official website, www.ms.gov.  In conjunction with Mississippi 
Interactive (MSI), the EOC implemented payment processing conversion for more than 20 state 
agencies, redesigned the ms.gov portal with the latest technology, developed multiple applications, 
and executed new marketing efforts to promote ms.gov.  The EOC’s partnership with MSI is based 
upon a self-funded model that has provided notable cost savings and cost recovery benefits to 
Mississippi. The State will continue to see increasing benefits and efficiencies throughout the life of 
the contract as additional innovative and automated services are launched.  
 

-more- 
 

The Mississippi State Personnel Board serves more than 30,000 public employees and 130 state agencies, 
boards, and commission. MSPB also provides administrative support for the Personal Service Contract Review 
Board and Employee Appeals Board. For more information, please visit http://www.mspb.ms.gov. 
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The EOC is comprised of Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann, State Auditor Stacey Pickering, State 
Treasurer Lynn Fitch, Commissioner of Revenue Ed Morgan, Department of Information Technology 
Services Executive Director Craig Orgeron, Commissioner of Public Safety Albert Santa Cruz, and 
Department of Finance and Administration Executive Director Kevin Upchurch. 
 
Walter W. Osborne, Jr., recipient of the Excellence in Local and District Government Award, serves as 
the City Clerk for the City of Vicksburg.  Osborne was recognized for his efforts in centralizing the 
filing system for city records by creating an electronic filing system for board minutes, resolutions, 
and ordinances. He is also credited with making city records more accessible to the public.  Osborne 
has devoted more than 30 years to public service.  He began working for Warren County in 1982 as 
an accounting systems analyst and payroll clerk.  He joined the City of Vicksburg in 1999. 
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